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and new. Voltaire lie passes almost contemptuously. I wish
lie had dissected Mirabeau too; and I grieve that he has
omitted the violation of the consciences of the clergy,
nor stigmatized those universal plunderers, the National
Assembly, who gorge themselves with eighteen livres a
day; which to many of them would, three years ago, have
been astonishing opulence.

When you return I shall lend you three volumes in
quarto of another work, with which you will be delighted.
They are state letters in the reigns of Henry the Eighth,
Mary, Elizabeth, and James; being the correspondence of
the Talbot and Howard families, given by a Duke of Norfolk
to the Heralds5 Office; where they have lain for a century
neglected, buried under dust, and unknown, till discovered
by a Mr. Lodge, a genealogist, who, to gratify his passion,
procured to be made a Pursuivant. Oh, how curious
they are! Henry seizes an alderman who refused to con-
tribute to a benevolence; sends him to the army on the
Borders; orders him to be exposed in the front line; and
if that does not do, to be treated with the utmost rigour of
military discipline. His daughter Bess is not less a Tudor.
The mean, unworthy treatment of the Queen of Scots is
striking; and you will find how Elizabeth's jealousy of her
crown and her avarice were at war, and how the more
ignoble passion predominated. But the most amusing
passage is one in a private letter, as it paints the awe of
children for their parents a little differently from modern
habitudes. Mr. Talbot, second son of the Earl of Shrews-
bury, was a member of the House of Commons, and was
married. He writes to the Earl his father, and tells him
that a young woman of a very good character has been
recommended to him for chambermaid to his wife, and if
his Lordship does not disapprove of it, he will hire her.
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